
Much attention has been focused on the soldiers who went to war, but little has been written 

about those who were left behind, and even less about life in Buckinghamshire.   World War 

I reached into the lives of every person in this country in a way which previous wars had not.  

From school children to old women, from farmers to factory workers every person was im-

pacted in some way and expected to use their skills as part of the war effort. The aim of 

these pages is to show the impact the war had on people in Buckinghamshire and to give a 

flavour of what life was like for those left behind. 

The text pages have limited illustrations; more can be found on a companion CD entitled 

“The Home Front in WWI”  and which can be purchased from the Centre for Buckingham-

shire Studies for £10. There is also a select bibliography on the final page. 

Both text pages and CD represent a small amount of the information that can be found 

about WWI at the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies. Teachers are welcome to visit the 

archives and local studies areas of the Centre, and we can organise school visits although 

we do not have the space to accommodate large numbers of pupils.  Should you require 

more information about resources held at the Centre or advice about how to use this pack, 

please contact the archives on 01296 382587 or email archives@buckscc.gov.uk.  

Royal Artillery leave for France after being billeted at Ivinghoe, 1916. (CBS ref phIvinghoe56) 
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